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Abstract

Sacred growes are the places responsible for conservation of biodiversity. These areas are not destructed areas. We
haw visited a sacred grove at Taminhi. Observed some fungi in the sacred groves.Fungi have their role in cycling of

nutrients in the sacred groves.
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Introduction

Sacred groves are preserved patches of
forest areas. Sacred groves are the places of
natural vegetation reserved under the name of
gods. Such sacred groves were preserved in
ancient Asisa, Africa, Europe, America and
Austrpacific region (Hughes and Chandran,
1998). They are found in the past as well as in
the present among people with many religions.

An International Organisation UNESCO
is taking lot of intere st in sacred sites for making
funds available throughout the word. (Hay-Edie
and Hadley, 1988). Sacred groves reserved
several hundred hectares areas. The largest
sacred grove was the Halesorabakan having an
area about 400 ha (Brandis nd Grant, 1868).

Sacred groves are repositories of rare,
endangered, species. In comparison to adjoining
landscape elements (Bhakat, (2004), Bhagwat &
et.al. (2005), Khan et. al., (2008). Sacred groves
particularly deal with the study of species
composition, dominance, distribution rare,
endemic, conservation, microflora and fauna.
(Vartak and Kumbhojkar, (1984), Puspanghadan
et. al (1996), Upadhaya et al. (2003),
Kumbongmayumet. al., (2005).

The role of sacred groves is in conserving
the flora and fauna. Various type ofvegetation is
recorded in sacred groves. Sacred groves of
Eastern ghat is of dry evergreen forest vege tation.
The growing plants are with two-layered canopy.
The dominant plants of groves beloniging to the
families like Fabaceae, Moraceae, Capparidaceae,

Ebenaceae, Rubiaceae and Rutaceae.
(Parthasarthy, (1997), Sukumaram, (2005,
2007).

Eastern Ghat groves have dry evergreen
forest vegetation with characteristic two-layered
canopy, dominated by members of Fabaceae,
Moraceae, Capparaceae, Ebenaceae, Rubiaceae
and Rutaceae (Parthasarathy, 1997; Sukumaran,
2005, 2007).

Sacred groves dealt with the lower micro
and macro flora and fauna. The availale light
conditions at ground level due to canopy gaps

created by tree falls facilitate rapid growth of
seedlings and provide suitable microenvironment
for rapid growth of lower plants on ground level.
(Khumbongmayum et al. 2005, Laloo et al 2006).
Material and Methods

We have visited two sacred groves namely Vinzai
devrai and Shankar devrai at Taminhi, Mulshi
taluka, Pune on 2 /7/2017 Obsewed some fungi.
Photographs were taken.

Result and Discussion

Following fungi are found atvinzaidevrai, Tamini
Fungi- Fungi play vital roles in the biosphere.
They are essential to the recycling of nutrients in
all terrestrial habitats because they are the
dominant decomposers of the complex
components of plant debris, such as cellulose
and lignin. Fungi are unicellular or multicellular
eukaryotic organisms. They play an important
role in cycling of nutrients due to their ability to
decompose organic matter. Ecologists consider
decomposition of organic matter is the majr
ecological role of fungi. In the sacred groves
many organisms depend on fungi for survival.
Wood fungihave their greatrole in breaking down
lignin content of wood by their enzymes.
Therefore they are referred as wood decomposers.
Uncommon fungi like cordyceps entomogenic
fungi and Clathrus basket fungi observed.

Podoscypha petaloides
L ; -:\ ~ 73 g
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Dacryopinax spathularia/ tremella

Elatrus foot balls net like forms
Marasmius

Cordyceps- * Fungi-Insect Association
This fungus is entomogenous fungi. They have
symbiotic relationship with them. Insects like
ants, termites and beetles cultivate fungi for food
purpose. Some insects use fungi for depositing
their eggs. Developing larvae derive nutrition
from fungi.
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